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There are two types of the disease; grey (typhula incarnata) and 
pink (microdochium nivale). The disease is first highlighted by 
small patches of yellowish, dying grass that usually turn brown. The 
patches can then increase rapidly in size due to the wet conditions 
of the lawn. A lawn that has excess thatch or is not cut frequently 
enough is more susceptible to the disease.

Grey snow mould usually only occurs after prolonged snow cover. 
Pink snow mould may be active in cool, wet conditions from late 
autumn through to early spring even in the absence of snow or 
other covers; a factor which greatly enhances its potential as a 
damaging disease.

Fusarium patch, commonly known as snow mould is the common 
cause of brown or yellow patches on lawns, particularly in autumn 
or winter.

Snow mould is a common fungal disease that appears on the lawn 
during the colder months. It is a sign that the lawn may be under 
stress. Snow mould fungi are active at temperatures just above 
freezing in moist conditions. These conditions occur most frequently 
under snow cover or a layer of debris that forms such as dead leaves.

How to spot snow mould

What is snow mould (fusarium)?
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Useful tips

How to prevent snow mould

4	 	Clear fallen leaves that fall onto your lawn during autumn

4	 	Mow regularly even during colder months

4	 	Lightly rake the lawn to encourage drying

4	 	Ensure your lawn is aerated and scarified as required

Maintain a healthy lawn, reduce thatch and encourage healthy 
growing conditions for the grass by regular aeration and the correct 
mowing practices particularly in winter time. Also ensure any debris 
is removed from the lawn as quickly as is possible.

Ensure the lawn dries rapidly after rainfall by improving the 
grasses aeration and drainage. This can be done by a combination 
of scarifying and aerating the lawn which will encourage water 
absorption from the surface to the grass through to the roots.
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