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Adult crane flies of the species that damage lawns mainly emerge 
in late summer and early autumn. The females deposit eggs in the 
turf, these hatch in the autumn and begin feeding on grass roots. In 
cold winters, little feeding or development takes place, so signs of 
damage may not be seen until the summer. However, mild winters 
can allow the grubs to develop over winter and sometimes cause 
damage in late winter or early spring. 

The larvae are greyish-brown and up to 45mm long when fully grown. 
The larvae have no legs or obvious head and they have a tough, 
leathery outer skin. Heavy rain and water-logged soil conditions 
can drive large numbers of leatherjackets out of the soil and on to 
the paths and patios, where they may cause alarm. Leatherjackets 
complete their feeding during the summer and pupate in the soil. 
Before the adult fly emerges, the pupa wriggles half out of the soil, so 
the brown pupa case is left sticking out of the turf.

From August until mid-May 
they may be eating the 
roots of your lawn, resulting 
in brown/yellow patches, 
resembling chafer damage, 
but looking its worst in March/
April. Small infestations are 
not troublesome, but more 
than 100-150 grubs per m² can 
cause extensive lawn damage.

Biology

Turf damage

(Tipula Species)

leatherjackets_GS01g.indd   1 09/03/2017   09:49



HELPFUL LAWNCARE ADVICE FROM

Control

Symptoms

Damaging infestations are more likely to occur after a wet 
autumn, as damp conditions increase the survival of eggs and 
young larvae. Leatherjackets and adult crane flies have many 
natural enemies, such as starlings and other birds, spiders and 
parasitic insects that help to limit their numbers.

Once correctly identified Greensleeves Lawn Care can apply a 
product that will help to control a leatherjacket infestation at the 
correct time of year. 

Lawns develop brown/yellow patches during the spring 
and summer months where the grass has died as a result of 
leatherjackets eating the roots. 

Dead patches in lawns can also be caused by other pests, diseases 
or cultural problems. In late summer large numbers of the adult 
daddy longlegs or crane flies may be seen in the garden.
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