
Your Lawn During  
Dry Periods

Telephone: 0808 100 1413
www.greensleeves-uk.com

HELPFUL LAWNCARE ADVICE FROM

Mowing height
It is very important to increase the height at which the mower cuts 
the lawn – the higher the better!  This will avoid putting the lawn 
under more pressure and weakening the turf, it will avoid scalping, 
reduce moisture loss and maintain a far greener and healthier 
looking lawn through the summer.

Watering
If you wish to retain a green lawn you will need to apply water, this 
should be done when the soil becomes dry, but before the grass 
becomes pale or brown. 

How often and how much should you water?
If there is no rain, the lawn should be watered at least once a week. 
It is best to water heavily to allow real penetration into the soil rather 
than “little and often” which encourages shallow rooting and a 
weaker plant.

What can be done to maintain  
a green lawn?

During periods of dry weather 
turf and lawns can suffer 
drought stress, this stress is 
accelerated and exaggerated 
when the dry period is also 
hot or windy. The lawn may 
become pale green, yellow/
brown and patchy, all these 
symptoms are normal under 
these conditions.
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And to speed recovery?

What else can be done to reduce  
impact of drought?

The ideal time to carry out renovation is usually in the autumn when 
the weather changes and moisture is available again. This may be 
crucial to ensure the lawn will fully recover from drought but also 
make it more drought resistant for the following year.

Hollow tine aeration, whilst helping rain to percolate through 
the soil and provide a bed for over-seeding areas that have been 
completely lost due to the extended dry period, is essential to 
provide a complete grass cover again. 

These operations are critical to prevent moss invading the lawn over 
winter and weakening the grass further prior to next spring.

A few things can be done to lessen the impact of drought stress 
and these include:-

1.   Hollow tine aeration or spiking will greatly aid the speed and 
depth of penetration of moisture into the turf when rain is 
imminent or irrigation is used. Greensleeves can carry out this 
operation.

2.   Following spiking Greensleeves can apply a specialist wetting 
agent to your lawn. It works in the soil to ensure the optimum use 
of available water, allowing applied water to efficiently enter the 
soil giving complete coverage deep down into the root zone.

3.  Greensleeves feed will greatly speed the rate of recovery and the 
return to a lush green grass cover when applied.
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