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HELPFUL LAWNCARE ADVICE FROM

In heavily infested gardens the adult beetles fly up from turf in large 
numbers at dusk from late May to early June. Eggs are laid in the turf and 
these hatch a few weeks later. The grubs feed on the grass roots causing 
yellow patches to appear. Damage to lawns tends to be most obvious 
between autumn and spring when the grubs are reaching maturity. 

Symptoms

Chafer Grubs
(Phyllopertha Horticola)

Biology

Chafer grubs are the larvae 
of chafer beetles. There are 
four main species which have 
been responsible for turf 
damage in the UK: the garden 
chafer, the summer chafer, 
the welsh chafer and the cock 
chafer. The most abundant of 
these species is the garden 
chafer, the adults of which are 
about 9mm long and have a metallic green head and thorax with 
light brown wing cases. 

The larvae of the beetles vary in size and have stout white bodies 
curved in a letter C shape, light brown heads with three pairs 
of legs at the head end. They are bigger than the adults and if 
straightened out can reach up to 18mm long (cock chafer grub 
44mm).
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Control

Turf damage

Greensleeves specially formulated unique treatment can be 
applied quickly to eradicate the problem. Damaged turf can 
be repaired by re-sowing with grass seed or laying turf in April. 
Poorly maintained lawns are more susceptible to damage, so 
attention to feeding, watering and moss prevention will help to 
avoid damaging infestations.

The significant damage to the turf occurs in the autumn and winter 
due to secondary damage caused by birds; particularly those of 
the crow family, such as jays, magpies, rooks and crows; badgers 
and foxes feeding on the grubs, tearing up the lawn in the process. 
Infestations can be highly localised and sporadic in occurrence.

Chafer Grubs
(Phyllopertha Horticola)
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